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Mahadevi News - June 2024

Dear members, friends, sponsors and
people being interested in the work of our
association Mahadevi e.V!

Since our last newsletter at the end of 2023, a lot has happened in and around our
schools, which we are delighted and grateful to be able to report to you as sponsors.

We now run 4 literacy schools and 2 sewing schools! There we look after
almost 100 women and 1 man (!). They are now taught by 10 employees, all of
whom are women.

1. How does the Mahadevi Women Education Centre in Nagikhot work?

Our first women's school has been in existence for 16 years. So far, just over 800 women
have learnt to read, write and do maths. That is a success story, which will continue. This
story is being written by our partners in Nepal, the members of the organisation and many
sponsors and supporters.

The sewing and tailoring courses, which have been paid for by the Georg-Kraus-Stiftung
since 2011, continue to be just as popular. More than 400 women have acquired a
certificate since then.

Mrs Bina and Mr Anupendra Acharya report at the end of May this year:

Basic Nepali Course:

The women are learning perfectly. Now we have about 32 women enrolled in the course
for this last 5 months. Normally there are 25 to 30 students every month. Recently we had
a workshop related with the women empowerment and also a health check was
organized. Out door trip is scheduled little later because of the rainy season now.

Sewing Course:
The women are doing a great work with the sewing course. They are very happy.

Normally there will be around 10 to 15 students every month. At the moment, 28thgroup
is learning. Each group has about 10-15 students. In some cases, in sewing lessons, the
women drop in the middle of the course, but continue again when it is possible for them.
Same case with the basic Nepali lessons. In general, the sewing course complete in every
6 months and the women do not repeat again. But in the basic Nepali course, the women
would like to continue bit longer and some are with us for the last 2 years also, with little
gap in the middle.



Wishes of the staffs and the students:

The sewing machine distribution looked much complicated. So it is better, we have
dropped the idea. The hair cutting course is still a need and a special request from the
students. But I guess, we cannot afford this too. The support for the medical treatment
and with food distribution is also one of the requests from several women.

Our Nepalese partners at the women's school are always thinking about how they can help
poor women. We have repeatedly been asked to finance haircutting courses. This would
mean a considerable investment. The association's board has decided to continue to limit
itself to literacy and sewing courses. However, we keep discussing how we can help the
women who have completed the sewing courses to find a job or become self-employed.
We haven't had a brilliant idea yet. For women to join together in a co-operative, they
need a mentor who has sound business management knowledge. Our suggestion that
women should be able to use our machines for private work outside school hours in return
for a contribution has not yet been finalised. Anupendra expressed reservations.

Bina and Anupendra's proposal to provide material support for women in the event of
illness will be discussed at the next Board meeting.

Detlef Griindel, Advisory Board

Impressions from the Mahadevi School MWEC
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Impressions from the sewing classes

2. News from the village schools in Nyuchet (Laxmi), Bhalche Gaun (Saraswati)
and Salme (Parvati)

The schools in the three mountain villages, located 80 km north-north-west of Kathmandu,
are well attended by women. As a rule, 15 - 20 women attend the literacy courses, which
take place 6 times a week from Sunday to Friday, always in the afternoon or evening
(Parvati) for 2 hours each. Our teachers report that the students are highly motivated. In
Bhalche Gaun, an elderly man asked if he could also attend the course. The women and
the teacher had no objections, so he now attends the lessons regularly.
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Lessons in the new rmies of the Laxmi School in Nyuchet



Our sewing school in Bhalche Gaun, the Saraswati Sewing Centre, which opened in
February 2024, is doing very well. The teacher, Mrs Sanu Maya Tamang, is a very
experienced professional with many years of experience and it is amazing to see the great
products that have been created here in such a short time.

Here are some impressions:

after a few weeks - smart trousers ©

The sewing class with sewing teacher Sanu Maya Tamang, front in green and beige

3. What else was and is there?

— On Saturday, 24 February, Beate and Reinhold gave their travel talk from April
2023 for the 4™ time in the St. Konrad Catholic parish hall in Plochingen. The
approximately 60 attendees were very impressed. In addition to generous
donations, people joined spontaneously the association same day. What more could
we want - thank you very much.

— And another remarkable event: the "Rotary Esslingen-Neckarland" group
organised a fully booked, magical charity event with "Poems on the Rocks" at the
Wirttembergische Landesbiihne (WLB) on 24 March 2024 - also for our work in
schools, among other things. Many thanks for the excellent cooperation!

4. Outlook for upcoming events:

— Saturday, 15.06.2024, Verena and Reinhold present our association from 10 a.m.
to 12 noon at the new citizens' reception of the municipality of Baltmannsweiler
in Hohengehren.

— Saturday, 12.10.2024, club hike possibly in the Rems Valley, planned by Beate,
Verena and Reinhold

— Thursday, 14.11.2024 at 6.30 pm yearly members' meeting in Schorndorf in
the Familienzentrum, Schorndorf



— Saturday, 16.11.2024 lecture with music with Bianca Maria Uhl about a hiking
trip with her dog through the Pyrenees. Venue: Berkheim, community centre of the
Osterfeldkirche.

I have another important concern: since the Corona-virus period and the real
inflation of recent years, the willingness to donate has declined somewhat
overall.

It is also noticeable that fewer people are coming to our events. This is a
general trend at many events organised by associations and initiatives, and it
doesn't just affect us at MAHADEVI.

Hence our request: Don't let up on supporting us! Advertise our events and our
work in Nepal!

We are also happy about cooperation offers! We would like to continue our
extended activities in Nepal for and with the women.

I wish us all a hopefully sunny summer.
Best regards -
Reinhold Keller

Mahadevi e.V. - Verein zur Forderung von Frauenprojekten in Nepal
Konnenbergstr. 10

73614 Schorndorf

www.verein-mahadevi.de/en

info@verein-mahadevi.de

Instagram: mahadevi2008
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