
MAHADEVI e.V. - Verein zur Förderung von Frauenprojekten in Nepal e.V. Detlef Gründel, 
1.VorsitzenderRingstr. 63, 73666 Baltmannsweiler Tel. 07153-42135, info@vereinmahadevi.de 
www.verein-mahadevi.de 

Mahadevi Aktuell 1/2019 April ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To our members, supporters, and all those interested in our project in Nepal

“Time is going on, trees and bushes are greening and blossoms are a joy for bees and human beings 
as well.” This is what I wrote last year at the same time. Now here nature faces a lack of rain – and in 
Nepal climate is changing, too. Some regions see more rain, others a shift of the monsoon, or they 
are drying out. What a challenge!

On April 14, Nepal started into the year 2076. Anupendra sent his good wishes: “Today is happy New 
Year in Nepal. On this special occasion we wish you all the best good health peace and happiness. 
May this new year be full of joy and pleasure with perfect health.“

On Oct 6, 2018 Mahadevi School in Patan celebrated their 10th anniversary. More than 80 persons, 
including Florian and Detlef, attended in a restaurant. Songs were sung, and once again Detlef gave a 
speech in Nepali. The graduates were given their certificates. People danced, sang, laughed, ate, took
photos. A professional dancer and a group of children were highlights of the celebration. This 
intercultural encounter will stay in our memories.

Another moving event was the visit of  Detlef, Dorothea and Robin Chamlin in Valche Gaun, a 
mountain village 85 kilometres northwest of Kathmandu. The Saraswati school for women started in 
March 2018. When we arrived after a five-hour swing ride across roads strewn with pot holes, we 
were welcomed by the village chief, the village lama and his assistant, the teacher with her students, 
and half of the village with their elders. They had provided for a comfortable couch and covered the 
guests with greeting scarves and wreaths of flowers. A crackling loudspeaker system transmitted the 
speeches of the village leader, the priest, the teacher and other important persons. Detlef read his 
Nepalese speech again and Robin kindly corrected it so that it could be understood. The adult 
students performed a traditional dance. Afterwards we met in the school class and went on 
pilgrimage together to the Gompa, where we were blessed guests. This warm welcome in the remote
village testifies to the gratitude of the women that they can still acquire the cultural techniques in 
adulthood.

On March 20, 2018, the ambassador of the Georg-Kraus-Foundation, Ms Gabriele Lauterbach-Otto, 
visited Mahadevi school together with a team. Anupendra wrote about this: “Yesterday the visit of 
Gabriele and her team from GKF was wonderful in Mahadevi school. Gabriele appreciated our work 
very much and the team were very happy to meet the women . Our oldest student, age 85, was also 
present and she was so pleased to meet the visitors. The visitors also distributed many useful gifts to 
the women. All were so happy. Mahadevi is a very unique program to help the women in Nepal. It 
has given great opportunity for the women to learn something in their old life also. Also for the 
uneducated young women. Definitely they are very happy and able to do something in their life 
independently, by our help. Sewing course is a next super program , which is helping the women. 
Thank you again for organizing this visit for Gabriele and her team from GFK.“

Thanks to many small and also large donations we are able to expand our cooperation in 
development, slowly after thorough preparation and with the participation of Nepalese organizations
and communities. Now women of the neighbouring village of Valche Gaun are interested in a reading
and writing course. 

http://www.verein-mahadevi.de/


In March this year, Robin Chamlin reported: “The name of the village is the same as Valche Gaun but 
the area is different. It is called "Danda Chauk". From Saraswati school you have to come down, walk 
about 15 to 20 minutes to reach "Danda Chouk". For now, there are 50 women interested to take the
class. In fact, they were interested in the beginning when we opened the school but it was far for 
them to go and come back home. There is also a school and the principal is ready to offer a room to 
run the class. I am meeting some of them in the coming week in Kathmandu, I will learn and know 
more on this. But it looks like we found one. More later.“  Then on March 24 this message arrived: 
“The new school project is on progress. They are looking for the class room. Soon they will let me 
know.“ 

A long time ago Anupendra told us that many older women, especially single ones, are 
undernourished and would be very happy about help. A day care center in Harrisiddhi is under 
consideration. We are currently collecting data to decide over the next few months if and how we 
can help. For the Saraswati School we have transferred money for solar panels and a photocopying 
machine.

The Mahadevi School continues to run successfully. The benefit events were very well attended. The 
rock and pop concert with the Beatles of Baltemore was a big hit as in the last years. Mr. 
Nunnemann's lecture about cultural treasures in the Kathmandu valley was attended by 70 men and 
women. We thank the band and the speaker very much. 

Upcoming events:

25.05. members walk

27.06. board meeting 

14.11. members meeting 

30.11. Rock and Pop concert with BOB in Hohengehren. 

On behalf of the executive board, I would like to thank all members, supporters and our partners in 
Nepal. Stay or become healthy, and keep going on.

Namaste 

Detlef Gründel


